
Drogheda Educate Together 
Secondary School

Welcome to our 
Class of 2025



Plan for Evening

• Transition to Secondary School
▫ School Ethos
▫ School Supports
▫ Extra-Curricular
▫ School Facilities

• Teaching & Learning
▫ Learning in DETSS
▫ iPad as a Learning Tool

• General Information
▫ Timetable
▫ School Policies

• Feedback



Personal Vision
Background

Educational Vision
• A School where students are Happy, Ambitious, Proud 

and Involved.
• A school based on Trust and Mutual Respect with a 

Positive & Ethical Culture.
• Excellence in Learning & Teaching.
• A school that is a Leader in Innovation.

“Educating the mind without educating the heart is 
no education at all.”

- Aristotle



A Healthy Transition
• Open Communication: Student, School & Family
• Build self esteem: Acknowledge progress
• Address any sudden changes in behaviour
• Actively listen: Set aside time
• Encourage them to discuss their feelings 
• Utilise the school supports
• Encourage involvement in extra curricular activities:  builds 

confidence & an extended network of peers

Transition can be a positive and exciting aspect of the start of 
growing up and moving on!



School Culture

• A caring & safe environment.
• Promotion of positive behaviour.
• Emphasis on positive values.
• Relationships – interpersonal connections.
• Equitable & Inclusive.
• Students having an active role in life of school.
• Cross-curricular & Extra-Curricular.
• Parental & Community Involvement.



School Supports
• Clann System

• Student Enrichment Programme 

• Guidance Counsellor

• Student Council / Parents Council

• Communication

• Primary School Visits

• Awards and recognition

• Extra Curricular



Communication

• School Journal and Vsware

• Formal Communication:
Early October Parent/Student/Ceannaire Meeting
December Full Term Report
Jan/Feb Parent/Student/Teacher Meeting
End May End of Year Report

• VS Ware

Any issues PLEASE talk to us, let us know!



VSware





School Journal

• Late
• Permission to Leave
• Communication Section



Behaviour 
You can view your child’s 
behaviour records using the 
behaviour tab.  The information 
here highlights praises and 
concerns, commendations and 
participation in school events.



Term Report
The term reports tab 
allows you access your 
child’s term reports.
At the top of the page, you 
first select an exam and it 
then displays the student's 
mark, grade and teacher 
comment for each subject. 
We also provide the option 
for you to print off a hard 
copy of the exam.



Extra-Curricular
Sporting

• Gaelic
• Soccer
• Swimming
• Basketball
• Table 

Tennis

• Orienteering
• Cross-Country
• Hill walking
• Athletics
• Rugby



Extra-Curricular
Cultural

• Debating
• Art Club
• Book Club
• Baking Club
• Drama Club
• Music Club 
• Coding Club

• Film Making
• Maths Competitions
• Linguistic 

Competitions
• Creative Writing 

Club
• Photography





Curriculum – School Subjects

Core Subject: Taster Options:
English Art
Irish Business
Maths Home EC
Modern Language Music
Science Tech Graphics
*History Technology
*Geography
P.E. Short Courses:

Coding / Digital Literacy
Artistic Performance
SPHE
CSPE



Group 1 Group 2 Group 3

Block 1 Home Economics Art Technology
Block 2 Technical Graphics Music Home Economics

First Year Taster Option Blocks



Student Enrichment
• Well Being
• Ethical Education
• Developmental 

Education
• Transition to 2nd Level
• ICT
• Study Skills
• Digital Skills
• Internet Safety
• Healthy Eating

• Anti-Bullying
• Media Skills
• World Religions
• Philosophy
• Community Links
• Moving Up
• Career Guidance



Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
8.30 - 8.40

8.40 - 9.40

9.40 - 10.40

10.40 - 10.55
10.55 - 11.55

11.55 - 12.55

12.55 - 1.30
1.30-2.30

2.30-3.30

Daily Timetable

SOS

LÓN LÓN





Partners with Trinity College



Technology
• Students are using devices in their daily lives to support 

their learning informally
• Mobile devices offer the opportunity to increase student 

engagement
• Enhanced reference materials are available with 

interactive materials built in
• Reduced weight of the schoolbag
• Junior Cycle – students required to create Digital 

Portfolios.



Educational Advantages:

Access to notes 
and resources

Platform for 
accessing resources, 
sharing content and 

managing 
information.

Access to work when 
absent



Educational Advantages
Encourages 

independent learning

Supports different 
learning styles



Teaching and Learning in Science

• Learning is an active 
process…Therefore 
we need to get 
students doing by 
being active leaders 
of their learning



Teaching and learning in Geography



Books versus iPad

Traditional
Schoolbag
Junior Cycle School Books 

Average cost for 3 years

€550 - €650

Uniform Cost 

Digital Schoolbag

Ipad air 2 32GB 339
Heavy duty cover 40
Deployment & Service 30

€409

Ebooks - Cost per year 80
Year 1 €489

3 Year Cost €649



Why a Managed Service?
ZuluDesk is a Mobile Device Management
System used for modern digital classroom. 

The management company:

• Restricts passcode 
changes.

• Restricts downloading of 
non educational 
applications.

• Gives teachers and 
parents control over the 
student’s device usage



Policies and Consultation



Infrastructure & Facilities



Website – www.droghedaetss.ie



What Next:
Back to School:
• 27th August

Resource Payment:
• Lockers
• Journals
• Student Insurance
• Extra-curricular travel
• Testing
• Membership of ET
Payment of €120 due August 24th

Order iPad:
• detss.compub.com



detss.compub.com

Password:
drogheda2019



Add to cart:



Add case to order:



Insurance

• Rainy Day Cover €89
▫ 3 Years Cover from time of device delivery
▫ No Excess on First Claim
▫ Easy to use service for any claims
▫ Cover from screen damage, damage from a fall, 

water damage etc





Dress Code

• Clothes worn to school should be age appropriate, 
comfortable, clean and in good order.

• In general, clothing should cover from the neck to the knee, 
face must always be visible. If wearing leggings they must be 
worn with shorts, skirts or dresses.  Shorts must be tailored –
no sports shorts will be permitted.

• There must be no offensive slogans or pictures on any item of 
clothing.  

• Underwear should not be visible.
• Torn, ripped and very tight clothing are not appropriate.
• Footwear should be flat, appropriate and not pose a safety 

hazard.
• Tracksuits/tracksuit bottoms/sports shorts may only be worn 

for PE class.



Mobile Phones

Phones are to be:
▫ stored in the pupils schoolbag or locker, pupils are not permitted to carry 

a mobile phone on their person.
▫ powered off when students arrive in school
▫ switched off until the pupil is outside the school gate after the school day.

• If a phone goes off in school the phone will be confiscated until the end of 
the day.

• We would ask that if your child is ill/needs to go home for a reason that 
they phone from the school office not from their mobile phone.



Homework

• As you are aware, homework is an important part of learning as it 
reinforces the material covered in class as well as providing experience 
in how to approach different kinds of questions and examination 
preparation.

• We all have a key role to play in reinforcing the importance of 
completing homework on a daily basis. Homework should be presented 
neatly and students should ensure enough time is spent on questions 
rather than rushing their work.

• 20 minutes per subject on average.



Zero Tolerance to Bullying

• A key objective of DETSS is to make the school a safe environment for 
all. Hence it is vitally important that mutual respect is one of our core 
values within which bullying should have no place. 

• Each and every member of the school community has an important 
role to play in ensuring that we do everything possible to counteract 
bullying. 

• Our Anti-Bullying Policy is closely linked to our Code of Behaviour, 
which is based on the concept of mutual respect.

Bullying is defined as unwanted negative behaviour, verbal, 
psychological or physical, conducted by an individual or 
group against another person (or persons) and which is 
repeated over time.
This definition includes cyber-bullying and identity-based 
bullying (such as homophobic bullying and racist bullying).



Questions



Active Participation
• Parents:  What do you most want from this 

school for your child

• Students: what will make you happy at 
Drogheda ETSS

• Stick the post-it ANYWHERE

• Move around the room and read other people’s 
comments 



What student will walk out of our doors in 
2025?


