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Photocopying and Copyright 

Notice:  This resource is intended to assist schools in devising their own procedures on photocopying and copyright. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information provided, schools are advised to consult up to date circulars, recent legislation or guidelines from relevant agencies if they have specific queries regarding this topic.

Background:  CPSMA Board of Management Handbook, 2007; Copyright and Related Rights Act  2000, SI No. 514 of 2002, Dept. of Enterprise, Trade and Employment. 
· What does copyright protect?

In Ireland, copyright protects original literary, dramatic, musical and artistic works, film, sound recordings, broadcasts and the typographical arrangement of published editions, computer software and non-original databases and performances. Protection is automatic – there is no system of registration for copyright protection in Ireland. A copyright notice does not need to be placed on a work before it is protected.

· Is it permissible for schools to make copies of copyright material?

Under an agreement between CPSMA and the Irish Copyright Licensing Agency (ICLA), schools may purchase a 3-year photocopying licence which will entitle them to copy limited extracts from copyright literary works without seeking permission from the rights holders. 

· What are the terms of the licence?

· It permits photocopying of single or multiple copies of extracts from literary works solely for educational purposes

· The number of copies permitted is limited to the number of pupils in a class plus two copies for each teacher

· No copy shall exceed one chapter or 5% of the work, whichever is greater

· In the case of a short story or a poem of not more than 10 pages, the whole work may be copied.

· Where it is claimed that the licensee, acting under the permission granted by the licence, has infringed copyright, ICLA shall indemnify the licensee in respect of all reasonable costs. In the event of such a claim being made, licensees should immediately make contact with ICLA (01-6624211, 25 Denzille Lane, Dublin 2  www.icla.ie)

· What is the cost of the licence?

Currently (January 2008), the cost is 73c per student for a 3-year licence. 
Questions the school may need to address:

· Has the board of Management purchased a copyright licence?

· If not, is it necessary to do so to meet the school’s legal requirements?

· If a license has been purchased, when is it due for renewal?

· Who has responsibility for applying for the licence?

· What is the source of funding?

· How are staff members made aware of the terms of the licence?

· Is compliance with the terms of the licence monitored? By whom?

· How does the school ensure that copyright material which is not covered by an ICLA licence is not reproduced by staff/students? (e.g. film or sound recordings, computer software…)
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