[image: image1.jpg]Development Service

Qg@ Primary Professional





Establishing and Supporting a Parent Association

January 2008

Establishing and Supporting a Parent Association 

Notice:  This resource is intended to assist schools in devising their own procedures for establishing and supporting a Parent Association. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information provided, schools are advised to consult up to date circulars, recent legislation or guidelines from relevant agencies if they have specific queries regarding this topic.

Background:

Education Act, 1998

23.—(2) In addition to the functions of a Principal provided for in section 22, the Principal shall—

(e) encourage the involvement of parents of students in the school in the education of those students and in the achievement of the objectives of the school.

26.—(1) The parents of students of a recognised school may establish, and maintain from among their number, a parents' association for that school and membership of that association shall be open to all parents of students of that school.

(2) A parents' association shall promote the interests of the students in a school in co-operation with the board, Principal, teachers and students of a school and for that purpose may—

(a) advise the Principal or the board on any matter relating to the school and the Principal or board, as the case may be, shall have regard to any such advice, and

(b) adopt a programme of activities which will promote the involvement of parents, in consultation with the Principal, in the operation of the school.

(3) The board shall promote contact between the school, parents of students in that school and the community and shall facilitate and give all reasonable assistance to parents who wish to establish a parents' association and to a parents' association when it is established.

(4) (a) A parents' association shall, following consultation with its members, make rules governing its meetings and the business and conduct of its affairs.

(b) Where a parents' association is affiliated to a national association of parents, the rules referred to in paragraph (a) shall be in accordance with guidelines issued by that national association of parents with the concurrence of the Minister.

References:  

· Working Effectively as a Parent Association – National Parents Council Primary, 2004 

· Management Board Members’ Handbook, CPSMA, 2007 

· The Board of Management in Your Primary School - A Guide for Parents, National Parents Council Primary, 2007

· Circular 24/91 Parents as Partners

· Website for the National Parents Council Primary: www.npc.ie 

Questions the whole school may need to consider:

General

· What is meant by partnership in relation to parents and our school? 

· What is the role of a parent association?

Board

· How can the Board support the establishment of a Parent Association in the school? (Working Effectively as a Parent Association available from National Parents Council Primary)

· How can the Board of Management best support the work of the Association on an ongoing basis?

For Parents

· It is recommended that the Parent Association would become affiliated to the National Parents Council Primary. Who will investigate the procedures involved?

· What training is available for new parent associations on the role and function of a Parent Association?

· What is the role of the Parent Association Committee?

· How will it plan and manage its work?

· How is the Annual General Meeting conducted?

· How are committee members elected?

· Where will committee members access training?

· What is best practice in relation to Meetings? Fundraising *? Insurance?

· How can the Parent Association best support the work of the school?

· How can the committee communicate effectively with the parent body?

· How can the committee communicate effectively with the school staff? With the Board of Management?

*Fundraising 

· Is the Parent Association raising funds for the Parent Association itself? 

                             or

· Is the Parent Association raising funds for the school?  

· If raising funds for the school, are the funds for a particular school project or for the school generally?  

Extract from the Management Board Members’ Handbook, CPSMA, 2007 

Fundraising in the name of the school must have the prior consent of the board of management. A Parents’ Association should consult with the board about fundraising for the school or school projects. The approval of the board is needed before these funds are raised. The expenditure of these funds is by the board of management, in consultation with the parents’ association. All monies raised or generated for an agreed project for the school should be lodged to the school account. 
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