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Mobile Phones

January 2008

Mobile Phones 

Notice:  This resource is intended to assist schools in devising their own procedures on mobile phones. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information provided, schools are advised to consult up to date circulars, recent legislation or guidelines from relevant agencies if they have specific queries regarding this topic.

Background:

Mobile Phones in Primary Schools.

The question of prohibiting picture messaging mobile hones is a matter for the management authorities of individual schools.

Schools have considerable autonomy in their day-to-day operation and decision making to prohibit any items of concern from the pupils attending the school. (Department of Education and Science)

 Solas – July/August 2004:

It is recognised that mobile phones can be intrusive and distracting in all situations and particularly in schools.

In addition to the inconvenience, the debate still goes on about the possible harmful effects of the frequent use of mobile phones. Children could be particularly vulnerable in this regard.

Boards of Management should ensure that there is a policy in the school forbidding the use of mobile phones in the school. A notice to that effect should be displayed in the school.

The use of mobile phones by staff for essential calls should be kept to the minimum and should be taken /made if possible in an open area or in an area where pupils are not present. Camera phones should not be allowed in schools.

Questions the school may need to address:

· Are there pupils who need to have mobile phones in school e.g. pupils with special educational needs/pupils with specific needs at a particular time?

· What is the school’s policy in relation to such requests?

· Has the school’s policy been communicated to the school community?

· What happens if pupils bring mobile phones to school, despite being told not to? Are phones confiscated and, if so, how are they stored, returned to owners…? Have parents been made aware of the school’s policy?

· Are there special circumstances where the usage is permitted e.g. school trips/sports events when pupils have to participate away from the school / home locality / other…. Out of or after school events?

· Mobile phones and bullying – is this covered in the school’s anti bullying policy?

· Are there specific issues in relation to the use of camera phones?

· What is the provision for staff to use mobile phones? When? Why?

· Are there particular circumstances where the use of personal mobile phones by staff is essential e.g. on school tours/trips etc?  Who pays for such expenses?







PAGE  
1

[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]