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Homework Policy

December 2007

Homework Policy
Notice:  This resource is intended to assist schools in devising their own particular policy on homework. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information provided, schools are advised to consult up to date circulars, recent legislation or guidelines from relevant agencies if they have specific queries regarding this topic. 

(A) Questions a school community might consider when addressing this area:

· Why do we give homework to pupils?

· What is the purpose of this policy?

· Who should be involved in drawing up this policy and how will their input be managed? 

· Who will be responsible for the implementation and on-going monitoring of the policy?

(B) Suggested steps to follow in drawing up this (or other) policy/procedure: 

	(
	Review

and

Research
	· Review existing practice or policy in your school.

· Identify the issues that need to be addressed.

· Agree on aims for this new policy.

· Research approaches and methodologies outlined in the curriculum, procedures in other schools … 
· Review/refer to other policies that the school has in place and which may have a bearing on this policy e.g. Code of Behaviour, Attendance, Special Needs …

	(
	Consultation
	· Consult with teachers, parents, and Board of Management. Consult pupils as appropriate. 

	(
	Preparation of draft policy
	· Each school’s own context will influence the procedures adopted.

	(
	Circulation
	· Circulate the draft policy, consult members of the school community and amend if necessary. 

	(
	Ratification

and

Communication
	· Present the policy to the Board of Management for ratification. 

· Make provision for the circulation of the policy to all parents and arrange to provide it to all new applicants on enrolment. 

· Communicate the ratified policy to other members of the school community. 


Prompt Questions towards a Draft Policy

Title  


Homework

Introductory Statement  

State how and when the policy was formulated and who was involved.

Rationale

Why is it necessary to devise a policy on homework at this time? e.g.

· To promote positive home/school communication. 

· To maximise the benefit of homework to the child’s learning.

· Teachers had expressed concerns about homework. 

· Parental feedback at Parent Teacher Meetings had shown there were some problems with the content and time being spent on homework by some pupils. 

· Existing policy is due for review.

Relationship to characteristic spirit of the school 

Relate the policy to the school’s philosophy and ethos if appropriate. e.g.

· Scoil X seeks to enable each child to develop his/her potential. Homework encourages pupils to work independently and take responsibility for their assignments.
Aims

State what the school ideally hopes to achieve by introducing this policy e.g.

·  To develop skills and self discipline that will be of benefit to children in order to enhance learning

· To reinforce work done in class – it allows for revision and practice

· To develop study skills and to assist in establishing an appropriate routine for children in doing their homework

· To promote consistency and a similar approach to homework across all classes

· To encourage children to become independent learners and to revise, reinforce, finish work that has begun in school.

· To strengthen links and communication between home and school 

Guidelines (content of policy) 

The following questions may assist the school community in reaching decisions on homework.

· Could the school survey parents and/or pupils? See Appendix 1 & 2
· What form would this survey take?  

Assigning homework:

· What classes will get homework?

· Do all pupils in a class get the same homework – is provision made for children with special needs? Who assigns homework - the class teacher and/or the S.E.N teacher?

· What is the content? Is there a balance between oral, reading and written work? Are tasks varied between projects, research, hands-on activities, gathering data etc? 

· Are learning styles (multiple intelligences) taken into account when assigning homework?

· Is homework seen as reinforcement of work done in class?

· Is the assigned homework properly explained to children in advance?

· When is homework given – end of day, following lesson?

· How often is homework given? Are there exceptions – birthdays, weekends, special occasions?

· How much time is recommended? Are there general guidelines or is there a suggested time frame given to each class?

· Is homework linked to behaviour? Is it used as part of the system of rewards/sanctions? 

Homework journal:

· Will all classes have a homework journal?

· Are parents expected to sign the homework journal? Is there whole school agreement on this?

· When will teachers check the homework journals? 

Checking homework:

· What system do teachers follow for checking homework? 

· Is credit given for effort as well as achievement? 

· What happens if homework is particularly well done, not done, is untidy? 

· Is a record kept of pupils who, on a regular basis, fail to do homework or leave it at home? How is this problem addressed? 
General:

· Does the school have guidelines on study skills? Are pupils taught study skills to assist them with their homework? Do parents get a copy of these guidelines?

· Are family circumstances taken into consideration when pupils are assigned certain tasks or activities as part of their homework?

· If there is a homework club, what specific issues need to be considered?

Pupils:

· What is the responsibility of the pupil in relation to the homework s/he is given?

· Are pupils made aware of steps they should take if they have a problem with homework? 

· How are pupils consulted in relation to homework?

Parents/Guardians:

· Have parents an input in devising the homework policy?

· Are parents aware of the agreed procedures in relation to homework?
· How can parents/guardians establish a routine for doing homework – place, time, preventing interruptions? 

· How should parents monitor homework?

· Do parents have a ‘homework survival kit’? If so, what should it contain e.g. pencils, erasures, rulers, tables book etc? 

· Can a group of teachers and parents compile a pamphlet on ‘helpful hints for homework’ e.g. the school’s procedures, the approaches used for subtraction, multiplication, spellings, how parents can help their child’s learning etc.

· Do parents know what to do if there are difficulties with homework? e.g. that the parent should not do the homework, that they could provide further explanation or do easier examples, that they write a  note in the homework journal explaining the problem that arose. How does the school inform parents of this approach? 

· Does the school take into consideration the language, literacy levels etc. of individual families?

Success Criteria

Identify some practical indicators of the success of the policy

· Feedback from teachers, pupils, parents, Home/School Community Liaison Teacher 

· Satisfactory homework exercises and assignments submitted by pupils

Roles and Responsibility

Name the people who have particular responsibilities for aspects of the policy. e.g. 

* Class teacher *Pupil *Principal *Parent/Guardian *Home School Community Liaison Teacher
Implementation Date

Decide upon a date from which these procedures will apply.

Timetable for Review

At what stage will the operation of the new procedures be reviewed and, if necessary, amended? 

 Ratification & Communication

State when the BoM officially ratifies the policy. Circulate and communicate the policy to members of the school community.

Appendix 1
Homework Questionnaire for Parents

What are the benefits for your child in doing his/her homework?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How long does it take your child to do his/her homework? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you help your child with his/her homework?   If yes, what areas do you give him/her help? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think that homework should be given at weekends? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How long do you think that a child of his/her age group should spend doing his/her homework? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are there any changes you would like to see made in relation to your child’s homework? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional comments

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for taking the time to fill in this questionnaire. All answers will be treated in confidence.  

Appendix 2

Homework Questionnaire for Pupils

Why do you get homework? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How long does it take you to do your homework? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you get help with your homework?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is your favourite type of homework?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What part of your homework do you find the most difficult?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would you change about homework?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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