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Exceptional Closures

January 2008

Exceptional Closures

Notice:  This resource is intended to assist schools in devising their own procedures for exceptional closures. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information provided, schools are advised to consult up to date circulars, recent legislation or guidelines from relevant agencies if they have specific queries regarding this topic.

Background:

The Department of Education and Science instructs schools to make up days where it has flexible days to take or to use exceptional closure days as in-school planning days.

Circular 11/95: Exceptional Closures

General Position

School authorities retain discretion in relation to the need for and duration of exceptional closures.  In general, a school closure, due to unforeseen circumstances, should be compensated for later in the school year.  In exceptional circumstances, the Department may, on application by the school, exempt or partially exempt it from this requirement.  Such exemption would be considered where, for instance, the period of absence of pupils was utilised by the school staff for essential school activities other than teaching.

Building/Maintenance

School authorities are reminded that every effort must be made to have works of maintenance, building etc. carried out during vacation periods.

Adverse Weather

Subject to the requirement outlined above it is for school authorities alone to determine whether it is necessary to close due to adverse weather.

Elections

In the case of schools used as polling stations, closure on polling day alone will be reckoned as part of the minimum number of days.

CPSMA Management Board Members’ Handbook, 2007

Should some exceptional circumstances arise (for example, failure of the heating system or damage caused by vandalism), the Board of Management may close the school even if the school cannot be kept open for 183 days (Rule 60).

INTO Handbook (CD)

Rule 60 (Exceptional Closings)

If a school has not been in operation for at least 183 days in the school year the grant of salary and allowances may be reduced, unless owing to some exceptional cause it has not been possible for the school to be in operation for 183 days, in which case the Minister may abate this requirement.

“Exceptional cause” may include the following closures:

· Inclement weather

· Heating breakdown

· Death of a teacher in the school

· Death of a President/Bishop

· Essential repairs*

*Rule 52 (1) states: “Works of maintenance should be carried out, as far as possible, during the vacation periods”.

Rule 62 (Closing of School in the interests of Public Health)

When the closing of a school is deemed necessary in the interests of public health, the written recommendation of the Medical Officer of Health should be obtained by the Chairperson of the Board and forwarded to the Department. The responsibility for closing the school rests with the Board of Management.

Circular 28/94 advises management authorities that the Director of Community Care/Medical Officer of Health is the appropriate person to decide on matters in relation to public health. Directors of Community Care/Medical Officers of Health may delegate that authority to the Senior Area Medical Officers or the Area Medical Officers who normally are local General Practitioners.

Questions the school may need to address:

· What types of exceptional closure(s) may arise?

· What procedures need to be put in place in advance of such closures? e.g. How are parents contacted? What happens if a parent/guardian cannot be contacted? Are there provisions in place for pupils who cannot be sent home (transport, parents working etc)? 
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