












Gender ‘Global Village’ Activity 3 : Activities based on 30 children per class

In order for this exercise to work quickly and efficiently, it will be more convenient for the teacher to 
simply split up the group according to the statistics and have a mixture of boys and girls representing 
all boys and a mixture of boys and girls representing all girls. It must be explained to the children, 
therefore, that they might be a girl in this exercise or they might be a boy. The children could make 
cards / sheets of paper, beforehand, with ‘boy’ written on one side and ‘girl’ on the other.

School Attendance
For 30 children in the class:
Everyone is representing all the girls in the world. The children hold up their cards / paper with 'girl' 
side facing out. 7 children are chosen at random and asked to stand together. These children 
represent all the girls in the world who get to go to school.

The remaining 23 students represent the girls in the world who do not get to go to school.

Questions to class:
• Is this fair? Why not?
• Is it important to go to school? Why?
• Why do so few girls go to school? (In a lot of countries boys are more likely to go to school than 

girls? (Their parents might have very little money and they decide to spend their money on the 
boy in the family going to school rather than the girl. )

Statistic: 25% of girls in the developing world do not go to school (Plan, Because i am a girl, 2008)

Literacy / Illiteracy
Everyone stands up
Everyone is representing the children in the world who cannot read and write because they haven’t
had the opportunity to go to school.

10 children are chosen at random. These children are ‘boys’. They stand together and hold up
card / paper with ‘boy’ side facing out. The remaining 20 children are ‘girls’. They stand together. 
They hold up card / paper with ‘girl’ side facing out.
Questions to class:
• Are there more girls or boys who cannot read and write?
• How much bigger is the group representing girls than the group representing boys? (Twice as big– 

4th class may be able to identify 2/3 compared to 1/3)
• Why are there more girls than boys? (In a lot of countries boys are more likely to go to school than 

girls. Their parents might have very little money and they decide to spend their money on the boy 
in the family going to school rather than the girl. )

• If you cannot read or write, will this have any effect on what you become when you grow up?

Statistic: 66% or 2/3 of children who are illiterate are girls. (Source: “If the world were a village” 
textbook)



Distribute the identities to your class 



Now, you have to pretend to be someone else...Your name is Robert 
O’Sullivan. You are a boy and you are 10 years old. You are in 4th class in 
Rathglow primary school in Cork.


Now, you have to pretend to be someone else...Your name is Elisabeth 
Kamba. You are are a girl and you are 9 years old. Your parents have 
taken you out of school because they want you to help around the house.


Now, you have to pretend to be someone else...Your name in Kalfa 
Nambia. You are a girl and you are 10 years old. You love looking at 
pictures in books and are very good at singing but you have never been to 
school and cannot read or write. 


Now, you have to pretend to be someone else...Your name is Dalba 
Rodriga. You are a boy and you are 9 years old. You go to school although 
it takes you an hour to walk there and an hour to walk back. 


Now, you have to pretend to be someone else...Your name is Marita 
Tamgon. You are a girl and you are 10 years old. You are in 4th class in 
Balbogan primary school in Wexford. 


Now, you have to pretend to be someone else...Your name is Calvana 
Dangan.  You are 9 years old and you are a girl. You used to go to school 
but not any longer because it was too expensive for your family to send 
you there.



It is 5 years later. What has happened to the person 
you are pretending to be?

1. It is 5 years later and you are working in a factory. You have 
to work very hard and you don’t make a lot of money.

2. It is 5 years later and you are about to do exams. You hate 
studying because you would much prefer to be outside playing 
basketball.

3. It is 5 years later and you work at home. You help your 
mother in the house and have a lot of cooking and cleaning to do. 
You get up very early and get to bed very late and have very 
little time to see your friends

4. It is 5 years later. You have a job in an office and are making 
money for your family.

5. It is 5 years later and you are about to do exams. You hate 
studying because you would much prefer to be outside playing 
soccer 

6. It is 5 years later and you are looking after your sick 
grandparents and doing lots of housework. You have to fetch 
water and firewood every day.




